
Licensed Psychologist – California No. PSY36380 

Vorwerk Forensic Psychology, Inc. 
Forensic Psychology Private Practice October 2025 – present 
Mission Viejo, California 

• Conducts comprehensive forensic psychological evaluations and prepares detailed reports for
various legal referrals.

• Evaluates clients utilizing clinical interviews, collateral contacts, and standardized testing.
• Administers, scores, and interprets psychological assessment instruments to assess

cognitive, emotional, behavioral, and personality functioning.
• Reviews and synthesizes medical, psychological, and legal records; incorporates research

literature to support psychological opinions.
• Provides expert witness testimony in legal proceedings, clearly articulating findings and

clinical opinions.
• Collaborates with legal professionals and multidisciplinary teams; offers consultation

regarding psychological aspects of legal cases.
• Remains current on developments in forensic psychology through continuing education and

case-based research. Maintains full compliance with APA ethical standards, as well as
policies of the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, county jails, and
Department of State Hospitals.

• Performs forensic evaluations in cases involving allegations of sexual assault, including
assessment of psychological impact on victims and integration of findings into court-ready
reports.

Office of Professional Training (OPT) Student Assistant  July 2021 – Jan 2022 
CSPP at Alliant International University – San Diego 
Supervisor: Tara Shuman, Psy.D. 

• Assisted in data collection to meet self-study requirements for the Ph.D. program’s APA
reaccreditation.

VORWERK 
FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY, INC. 

Nicole Witherspoon, Psy.D. 
Forensic Psychologist 

(858) 264-6471 www.vorwerkforensic.com

Licensure 

Professional Experience 

NW@vorwerkforensic.com 



• Worked alongside the Director of Clinical Training (DCT) to organize databases, conduct 
survey analyses, and improve record-keeping methods. 

• Coordinated with practicum liaisons to address practicum-related concerns, conducted 
student evaluations, and updated student information.   

• Organized and helped facilitate the virtual Professional Practicum Student Fair. 
 

 
Behavior Intervention Specialist      Feb 2018 – Feb 2019 
Cajon Valley School District: Emerald STEAM Middle School – El Cajon, CA 
Supervisor: Luma Adamo, MA, Ed 
 

• Provided educational and therapeutic support for students with specialized needs. 
• Implemented and organized a student-specific token economy system for children and 

adolescents struggling with severe behavioral challenges in school. 
• Participated in multidisciplinary treatment team meetings to design and update treatment 

plans and behavior intervention protocols.  
• Engaged in various Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) and trauma-informed techniques in a 

classroom setting.  
 
Summer Camps College Intern           May 2014 – Aug 2014 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes – Abilene, TX 
Supervisors: Kevin Washington, MA, Steve Keenum & Jordan Washington 
 

• Worked alongside a team of collegiate-level athletes, coaches, and administrative staff to 
coordinate and run weekly stay-away camps and other local sporting events.   

• Engaged in formalized training and presentations on mental health and spirituality for high 
school athletes.  

• Planned and facilitated Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) summer camps for middle and 
high school student-athletes across the state of Texas.  

 
Additional Experience 

 
Adjunct Faculty (Unlicensed)      Aug 2025 – Present  
California School of Professional Psychology (CSPP) at Alliant International 
University 
San Diego, CA 
 

• Teaching PSY65230: Advanced Psychopathology to first-year doctoral students. 
• Teaching PSY60300: Psychometrics and Advanced Statistics to second-year doctoral 

students. 
• Providing oversight and mentorship for second and third-year doctoral students. 
• Consulting with students and faculty on doctoral dissertation statistical analyses. 
• Coordinating with the lead faculty member and other adjunct faculty to create new test 

material, presentation slide decks, and class assignments. 
 
Clinical & Assessment Supervision (Unlicensed)  July 2024 – Present  
Shaw Psychological Services – San Diego, CA  

• Providing informal individual and group supervision on forensic testing cases and individual 
therapy clients for doctoral-level practicum students. 

• Developing structured training to support student learning of new assessment measures, 
specific forensic assessment referral questions, and trauma-focused clinical interventions.  



• Double-checking scoring, testing write-ups, and providing edits for forensic reports.  
• Training practicum students in group therapy interventions and providing live supervision, 

individualized feedback, and supporting students in developing group therapy skills.  
 
Peer Clinical Supervision (Unlicensed)     July 2023 – July 2024 
District of Columbia Superior Courts, Child Guidance Clinic 
Washington, DC 
Supervisors: Dr. Jennifer Christman, Ph.D., ABPP & Dr. Malachi Richardson  
 

• Provided weekly individual clinical and assessment-focused supervision for second and third-
year doctoral-level practicum students.  

• Participated in group supervision of supervision experiences with licensed clinical 
psychologists to ensure supervision competencies.  

• Coordinated with other clinical interns to provide weekly group supervision to extern and 
practicum students.  

 
Peer Supervisor (Unlicensed)         Aug 2022 – Dec 2022 
CSPP at Alliant International University – San Diego, CA 
Supervisor: Jan Estrellado, Ph.D. 
 

• Provided weekly individual clinical supervision for two first-year doctoral students.  
• Utilized supervision frameworks to develop rapport and provide effective supervision. 
• Engaged in group supervision/consultation with a licensed clinical psychologist to discuss 

supervision challenges, improve supervision approaches, and hone personal supervision 
styles. 

 
Doctoral Level Teaching Assistant – Statistics   Aug 2022 – Dec 2022 
CSPP at Alliant International University – San Diego, CA 
Supervisor: Edward De Anda, Ph.D. 

• Assisted the professor in teaching Psychometrics and Advanced Statistics (PSY60300) class.  
• Supported second-year doctoral students with basic and advanced statistics concepts.  
• Provided feedback on group presentations, homework assignments, and quizzes on various 

statistical concepts.  
• Guided students through homework focused on coding and analyzing data using SPSS.  
• Held open office hours to offer additional support with students’ dissertation projects and 

other statistics-related questions.  
• Gave a detailed lecture on multiple regressions using dissertation data.  

 
Doctoral Level Teaching Assistant - Psychotherapy        Aug 2021 – April 2022 
CSPP at Alliant International University – San Diego, CA 
Supervisors: Devon Berkheiser, Psy.D. & Tara Shuman, Psy.D.  
 

• Taught a doctoral-level Introduction to Psychotherapy (PSY65200) and Advanced 
Psychotherapy (PSY67203) interactive lab courses.  

• Engaged first-year doctoral students in therapy role-play exercises and explanation and 
demonstration of basic therapeutic interventions.  

• Provided personalized feedback to students regarding their basic clinical skills as 
demonstrated in role-play therapy sessions.  

• Collaborated with other teaching assistants to create and present a lecture on Termination of 
Treatment. 

• Graded student group projects and provided feedback on professional papers.   
 
 



Master’s Level Teaching Assistant      Aug 2015 – Dec 2016 
Abilene Christian University – Clinical Psychology Department – Abilene, TX 
Supervisor: Larry Norsworthy, Ph.D.  
 

• Taught an undergraduate psychology course on the Introduction to Counseling: Basic Skills, 
which acted as an introductory clinical psychology training course.  

• Engaged in mock therapy role-plays for students to demonstrate basic counseling skills. 
• Provided weekly support to the professor by attending all class lectures, presenting course 

material, and offering mentorship and guidance for students.  
 
 

 
Doctorate in Clinical Psychology, PsyD               2020-2024 
California School of Professional Psychology  
Alliant International University    
Clinical Psychology with an emphasis in Forensics and Trauma 
APA-Accredited Program, Forensic Concentration 
 
Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology                                                       2020-2022 
California School of Professional Psychology  
Alliant International University 
San Diego, CA    
 
Master of Science in General Psychology                                            2015-2016 
Abilene Christian University 
Abilene, TX   

 
Bachelor of Science in Psychology                       2013-2015 
Abilene Christian University 
Abilene, TX 
 
Associate of Arts in Psychology                        2011-2013 
San Diego Mesa College 
San Diego, CA  
 
 

 
 

• Magna Cum Laude – Abilene Christian University   2015-2016 
• Magna Cum Laude – Abilene Christian University   2013-2015 
• Magna Cum Laude – San Diego Mesa College    2011-2013 
• Student Poster Presentation Award  

San Diego Psychological Association            2021 
• The Robbie Rossman Memorial Child Maltreatment Award – IVAT 2021 
• Psi-Chi Honor Society – Abilene Christian University    2013 - 2016 
• Dean’s Honor Roll – Abilene Christian University                              2011 - 2016 

Education 

Honors and Awards 



 

 
Postdoctoral Forensic Psychological Associate (PA)               Aug 2024 – Present  
Registered Psychological Associate (PA) ID#94028516 
Shaw Psychological Services 
 
Private Practice offering forensic assessment and clinical services for diverse clientele. 
Supervisor: Morgan Shaw, Psy.D. 
 

• Conducting forensic evaluations for criminal, civil, and juvenile cases with diverse referral 
questions.  

• Administering, scoring, interpreting, and writing various assessment measures.  
• Writing detailed and concise forensic reports to support the supervising psychologist testifying 

in court and providing expert opinion to attorneys.  
• Administering various neuropsychological (i.e., NEPSY-II, WAIS-IV, WISC-V, WMS-IV, D-

KEFS, KBIT-2-R, RBANS), personality and psychopathology (i.e., APS-SF, PAI, MACI-II, 
SPECTRA, MMPI-3), and forensic (i.e., J-SOAP-II, SAVRY, PCL-YV) assessment measures. 

• Participating in weekly individual and group supervision with a licensed clinical and forensic 
psychologist. 

• Providing support for practicum students in the form of individual supervision of clinical cases 
and editing assessment write-ups, and forensic reports. 

• Developing group therapy material and conducting psychoeducational and process group 
therapy for individuals who have experienced commercial sexual exploitation. 

• Creating and running trauma-focused staff training for a non-profit community organization 
that provides case management services for individuals who have experienced commercial 
sexual exploitation.  

 
Postdoctoral Fellow          Aug 2024 – Aug 2025 
Registered Psychological Associate (PA) ID#94028516 
CGreen Psychology Inc. 
San Diego, CA 
 
Private Practice offering neuropsychological and psychological assessment services and cognitive 
rehabilitation group-based treatment.  
Supervisor: Chloe Green, Ph.D. 
 

• Conducted in-person and virtual neuropsychological evaluations for a variety of 
neurocognitive and neurodevelopmental issues using numerous testing measures, including 
WAIS-IV, WMS-IV, CVLT-III, WCST, & D-KEFS. 

• Completed psychological evaluations for individuals involved in workers’ compensation claims 
to assess their need for treatment services.  

• Participated in weekly individual supervision and didactic training with a licensed 
neuropsychologist.  

• Ran cognitive rehabilitation therapy groups using evidence-based and manualized cognitive 
rehabilitation treatment (CogSMART) and attention/memory training (Cogmed) as a part of a 
multidisciplinary treatment program for individuals recovering from traumatic brain injuries 
(TBI). 

• Wrote concise and detailed neuropsychological and psychological reports.  
• Coordination of care with various practitioners, including medical doctors, nurses, physical 

therapists, and therapists. 

Supervised Clinical Practica/Internship, Pre-Doctoral Training 



• Consulted with a medical clinic to develop a Functional Rehabilitation Program (FRP) for 
individuals recovering from TBIs.  

 
 
Clinical Intern (APA Accredited Internship)   July 2023 – July 2024  
The Superior Courts of the District of Columbia, Child Guidance Clinic  
Washington, D.C. 
 
A clinic that is part of the Social Services branch of the Superior Court, providing psychological and 
forensic assessment and treatment for adolescents.  
Supervisors: Malachi Richardson, Ph.D., Jennifer Christman, Ph.D., ABPP  
 

• Completed weekly court-mandated psychological evaluations, including psychoeducation, 
psychosexual, competency, and violence risk evaluations. 

• Developed competency in administering, scoring, and interpreting various psychological 
assessment measures, including achievement (i.e., Woodcock-Johnson, WIAT, & KTEA-3), 
intelligence (i.e., WAIS, WISC, & WASI), personality and psychopathology (i.e., PAI-A, 
UCLA, Conners, & BASC-3), psychosexual (i.e., J-SOAP-II), and risk (i.e., SAVRY, RTSI) 
testing measures 

• Engaged in formal, semi-structured clinical interviews with youth, parents/guardians, and 
probation officers. 

• Planned, structured, and ran weekly group and individual forensic treatment for Competency 
Assessment Training (CAT) and Sexual Assault Violates Everyone (SAVE). 

• Facilitated individual therapy sessions for justice-involved youth who struggled with increased 
behavioral and emotional challenges.  

• Participated in up to six hours of group and individual supervision as well as didactic trainings 
with various licensed clinical and forensic psychologists.  

• Conducted process and psychoeducational group therapy alongside Howard University pre-
doctoral interns for undergraduate Howard Students. 

• Provided secondary individual and group supervision for predoctoral practicum/extern 
students focused on various assessment and clinical topics.  

 
Forensic Associate (Psychological Associate)    Jan 2022 – July 2023 
Shaw Psychological Services  
San Diego, CA 
 
Private Practice offering forensic assessment and clinical services for diverse clientele. 
Supervisor: Morgan Shaw, Ph.D. 
 

• Conducted forensic evaluations for criminal, civil, and juvenile cases with diverse referral 
questions.  

• Administered, scored, interpreted, and wrote up various assessment measures.  
• Engaged in structured clinical interviews with forensic clients. 
• Wrote detailed and concise forensic reports to support the supervising psychologist testifying 

in court and providing expert opinion to attorneys.  
• Administered various neuropsychological. (i.e., NEPSY-II, WAIS-IV, WISC-V, WMS-IV, D-

KEFS, KBIT-2-R, RBANS), personality and psychopathology (i.e., APS-SF, PAI, MACI-II, 
SPECTRA, MMPI-3), and forensic (i.e., J-SOAP-II, SAVRY, PCL-YV) assessment measures. 

• Participated in weekly individual and group supervision with a licensed clinical and forensic 
psychologist. 

 
 
 



Clinical Psychology Practicum Student           July 2022 – March 2023 
Alvarado Parkway Institute 
Behavioral Health System (API/BHS)  
San Diego, CA 
 
Inpatient Psychiatric Hospital 
Supervisors: Carrie Morrison, Psy.D., David Welsch, Ph.D. & Kelli Tillquist, Psy.D 

• Completed short- and long-term psychotherapy for patients with severe mental illness (SMI), 
using Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT), Motivational Interviewing (MI), and Dialectical 
Behavior Therapy (DBT) at the inpatient, PHP, and IOP levels of care.  

• Conducted psychoeducation and process groups on various mental health related topics.  
• Participated in psychodiagnostic evaluations to determine differential diagnosis, cognitive 

functioning, and malingering status. 
• Engaged patients in safety assessments, evaluated for danger to self and others and 

participated in crisis intervention.  
• Completed Addictive Disorders assessments, treatment plans, and relapse prevention plans. 
• Coordinated care with a multidisciplinary team of psychologists, psychiatrists, nurses, and 

various other clinical and non-clinical staff. 
• Participated in weekly individual and group supervision and didactic trainings. 

 
Clinical Psychology Practicum Student               Aug 2021 – April 2022 
Institute on Violence, Abuse, and Trauma (IVAT)  
San Diego, CA 
 
Non-profit organization providing clinical outpatient services and forensic assessment for low-income 
individuals with a strong focus on the identification and treatment of trauma, abuse, & violence. 
Supervisors: Glenn Lipson, Ph.D., ABPP, Ashley Powell, Ph.D. & Diana Avella, Psy.D.  
 

• Performed forensic evaluations, including assessment administration, biopsychosocial 
interviews, reviewing records, and writing integrated, confidential forensic reports.  

• Utilized modalities such as Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT), Dialectical Behavior Therapy 
(DBT), Prolonged Exposure (PE), Play Therapy, and Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy (TF-CBT) for survivors of interpersonal violence.  

• Performed peer supervision of a master’s level trainee, including real-time clinical observation 
and supervision. 

• Engaged in weekly individual and group supervision and didactic trainings on forensic and 
clinical topics related to family violence and abuse. 

 
PSRS II – Psychosocial Rehabilitation Specialist            June 2021 – Aug 2021 
Casa Pacifica Transitional Residential Facility  
Oceanside, CA 
 
A long-term transitional residential facility providing services for low-income and homeless individuals 
with severe mental illness (SMI) and substance use disorders. 
Supervisor: Maria Alcorn, A.P.C.C. 
 

• Conducted individual psychotherapy for clients struggling with acute and chronic mental 
illness (e.g., psychotic, mood, and anxiety disorders), utilizing Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy (CBT), Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT), Solution-Focused Therapy, and 
Motivational Interviewing (MI) frameworks. 

• Coordinated with outpatient treatment providers (i.e., psychiatrists, doctors, therapists, 
sponsors). 



• Performed risk assessments and crisis intervention. 
• Trained bachelor’s level clinicians in basic therapeutic interventions and risk 

assessments.  
• Created individualized treatment plans for diverse client symptoms.  

 
PSRS II – Psychosocial Rehabilitation Specialist            May 2021 – Aug 2021  
Community Research Foundation (CRF) – New Vistas Crisis Center  
San Diego, CA 
 
Residential short-term acute treatment (START) facility providing services for low-income and 
homeless individuals with SMI and substance use disorders (SUDs) who were recently discharged 
from hospitals. 
Supervisors: Margaret Berryman-Tedman, Ph.D. & Holly McNerney, MA, A.P.C.C. 
 

• Conducted individual psychotherapy for clients struggling with acute and chronic mental 
illness (e.g., psychotic, mood, and anxiety disorders) utilizing Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy (CBT), Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT), Solution-Focused Therapy, and 
Motivational Interviewing (MI) frameworks. 

• Facilitated psychoeducational and process psychotherapy groups. 
• Performed in-depth risk assessments and crisis intervention. 
• Assessed and treated clients for issues surrounding substance use disorders. 
• Coordinated care with referral sources and community-based treatment centers.  

 
Clinical Psychology Practicum Student (First Year)  Sept 2020 – May 2021 
Community Research Foundation (CRF)  
New Vistas Crisis Center 
San Diego, CA 
 
Residential short-term acute treatment center providing services for low-income and homeless 
individuals with severe mental illness (SMI) and substance use disorders recently discharged from 
hospitals. 
Supervisors: Dr. Margaret Berryman-Tedman, Ph.D.  
 

• Created psychotherapy group curriculum on basic Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) and 
Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT) topics, including dissemination and training of other staff 
members.  

• Conducted individual psychotherapy for clients struggling with acute and chronic mental 
illness (e.g., psychotic, mood, and anxiety disorders) utilizing CBT, DBT, Solution-
Focused Therapy, and Motivational Interviewing (MI) frameworks. 

• Facilitated psychoeducational and process psychotherapy groups.  
• Performed risk evaluations and crisis intervention and coordinated with the Psychiatric 

Emergency Response Team (PERT) when indicated.  
• Coordinated care with referral sources and community-based treatment centers, including 

Assertive Community Treatment (ACT) programs and sober living environments.  
• Participated in weekly individual and group supervision focused on differential diagnosis and 

development of crisis management and clinical skills.  
 
Behavior Specialist               March 2019 – July 2020 
Rogers Behavioral Health  
San Diego, CA  
 
Nationwide organization providing intensive outpatient program (IOP) and partial hospitalization 
program (PHP) levels of care for individuals diagnosed with OCD, anxiety disorders, and depressive 



disorders. 
Supervisors: Nader Amir, Ph.D., Sara Conley, Ph.D. & Willa Marquis, Ph.D.  
 

• Provided individual psychotherapy for children, adolescents, adults, and older adults with 
severe anxiety, depression, and OCD. 

• Created and updated individualized treatment goals and plans. 
• Balanced full caseload of 4-6 patients, while also running 4-5 psychoeducational and process 

groups, attending group and individual supervision, engaging in treatment planning meetings, 
and participating in research.  

• Worked as part of an interdisciplinary team to provide integrated care.  
• Delivered Exposure and Response Prevention (ERP) to treat a variety of anxiety and 

obsessive and compulsive related disorders (OCRD) to children, adolescents, adults, and 
older adults.  

• Implemented Behavioral Activation (BA) to treat mood disorders in adolescents and adults.  
• Facilitated Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) and Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT) 

psychoeducational and process groups 4-5x per week. 
 
Behavior Therapist/Registered Behavior Technician    May 2017 – Feb 2018 
In S.T.E.P.P.S: Support, Treatment, Education for Parents, Professionals, Students  
Vista, CA  
 
Treatment center providing in-home and at-clinic Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) treatment for 
children, adolescents, and young adults diagnosed with ASD and providing behavioral coaching and 
training for parents and caregivers. 
Supervisor: Yvonne Bruinsman, Ph.D., BCBA & Kelli Dewitt, M.A., BCBA 
 

• Provided direct support and ABA treatment for children with developmental disabilities. 
• Worked alongside an interdisciplinary team of Board-Certified Behavioral Analysts (BCBA), 

supervisors, and case managers. 
• Accurately observed and recorded client data relevant to the treatment plan and goals. 
• Provided naturalist play therapy based on empirically supported techniques like discrete trial 

training (DTT) & pivotal response treatment (PRT). 
• Implemented behavior de-escalation plans and assisted parents and guardians in utilizing 

these plans. 
 

Psychometrist/Testing Intern              Feb 2016 – April 2017 
Abilene Neuropsychology Clinic  
Abilene, TX 
 
A neuropsychology outpatient clinic providing neuropsychological assessment batteries to diagnose 
and provide treatment recommendations for children, adolescents, adults, and older adults. 
Supervisor: Samuel Brinkman, Ph.D. 
 

• Administered neuropsychological batteries to a diverse group of patients ranging in age from 
6 to 90+ with various neurodevelopmental, neurocognitive, and neurodegenerative disorders.  

• Performed detailed diagnostic biopsychosocial interviews with clients and family members. 
• Accurately recorded, converted, scored, and interpreted neuropsychological assessments. 
• Observed specific behavioral cues, abnormalities, and patterns relevant to diagnosing. 
• Provided individual psychotherapy utilizing Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) for adults 

diagnosed with anxiety disorders. 
 

 
 



Clinical Master’s Level Practicum Student     Aug 2015 – Dec 2016 
Abilene Christian University Psychology Clinic  
Abilene, TX 
 
Community mental health clinic providing individual, couple, and family therapy for college-aged 
individuals, transitional-aged youth, and members of the local community. 
Supervisors: Charise Flanagan, Ph.D. & David McAnulty, Ph.D.  
 

• Delivered individual and couples therapy to college students and community members 
utilizing a Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) framework. 

• Created individualized treatment plans specific to each client’s goals and needs.  
• Engaged in weekly individual and group supervision, along with didactic training sessions to 

facilitate personal and professional growth.  
• Guided clients through cognitive restructuring and mindfulness practices, including emotional 

regulation and distress tolerance-focused skills and techniques.  
• Administered, scored, interpreted, and provided individualized feedback on a variety of 

psychological assessments, including the MMPI-2, MCMI-III, BDI, BAI, and PAI.  
 
 
 

 
Third-Year Clinical Psychology Psy.D. Dissertation Student 
CSPP at Alliant International University           Aug 2021 – May 2023 
San Diego, CA 
 
Dissertation Chair: Steven Thorp, Ph.D., ABPP 

• Development of a quantitative dissertation on factors predicting self-blame in adult male 
survivors of child sexual abuse (CSA) or adult sexual assault (ASA), including disclosure 
experiences, substance use, tonic immobility experiences, and sexual arousal.  

 
Senior Research Assistant and Database Coordinator  June 2021 – June 2022  
Institute on Violence, Abuse, and Trauma (IVAT)  
San Diego, CA 
 
Supervisors: Morgan Shaw, Psy.D. & Robert Geffner, Ph.D., ABPP, ABN  

• Managed research databases to allow the use of IVAT data for doctoral-level research 
projects. 

• Recruited, trained, and monitored volunteer research coders to ensure high-quality work. 
• Conducted original research using archival data, including two ongoing manuscripts. 
• Analyzed previous clinical cases to form projective Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) 

and Resiliency scores. 
• Coordinated with forensic psychologists in San Diego to obtain additional case-related data to 

enter into existing databases for use in various research projects.  
 
Research Assistant                   May 2021 – June 2021 
Institute on Violence, Abuse, and Trauma (IVAT)  
San Diego, CA 
 
 
Supervisors: Morgan Shaw, Psy.D. & Robert Geffner, Ph.D., ABPP, ABN 

Research Experience 



• Coded psychological assessment and evaluation data into databases to be utilized for 
publishable quantitative research. 

• Analyzed previous clinical cases to form projective Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) 
and Resiliency scores. 

• Familiarized myself with a breadth and depth of psychological assessment measures to 
correctly code for use in future research. 

 
Independent Research Contractor                March 2021 – April 2022 
Institute on Violence, Abuse, and Trauma (IVAT)  
San Diego, CA 
 
Supervisors: Ashley Powell, Ph.D., Diana Avalle, Psy.D. & Morgan Shaw, Psy.D. 

• Engaged in the interpretation of assessment measures for use in a pilot study on survivors of 
human trafficking.  

• Developed an original database to record, manage, and review all clinically relevant data. 
• Conducted a formal Program Evaluation of a local human trafficking organization to ensure 

high-quality therapeutic services for survivors of commercial exploitation throughout San 
Diego County. 

• Trained case manager staff members on the utilization of assessment measures and intake 
procedures to ensure accurate data collection and treatment planning. 

 
Psychology Department: Qualitative Research Assistant    
CSPP at Alliant International University    Dec 2020 – Jan 2022 
San Diego, CA 
Supervisor: Ashley Shepard, MSW.  

• Engaged in audio transcription of semi-structured Zoom interviews with research participants.  
• Utilized various coding methods to identify important research themes, including in vivo 

coding, axial, affective, and other elemental coding methods through data corpus. 
• Worked alongside the principal investigator and other research assistants to complete a 

qualitative dissertation project, poster presentations, and a published research article. 
 

Volunteer Research Coder            Oct 2020 – May 2021 
Institute on Violence, Abuse, and Trauma (IVAT)  
San Diego, CA 
 
Supervisor: Robert Geffner, Ph.D., ABPP, ABN 

• Coded psychological assessment and evaluation data into organized databases to be utilized 
for research. 

• Double-checked previous files to ensure accuracy and added new files to the existing 
database. 

• Familiarized myself with a breadth and depth of psychological assessment measures. 
• Engaged in extensive review and summarization of court documents, demographic case 

information, and assessments.   
 
Volunteer Research Assistant              March 2019 – July 2020 
Rogers Behavioral Health  
San Diego, CA 
 
Supervisor: Sara Conley, Ph.D. & Nadir Amir, Ph.D. 

• Completed literature reviews for two research studies focused (1) on the development of a 
phone application (app) to address Cognitive Bias Modification (CBM) of OCD-related fears 
and beliefs, and (2) utilizing CBM in residential, PHP, and IOP levels of care.  



• Assisted with the creation and development of a Behavioral Activation (BA) phone application 
to use in conjunction with formalized treatment. 

• Guided fellow clinicians through the CBM program, including how to record usage and track 
progress.  

 
Volunteer Data Collector/Coordinator          Feb 2018 – Feb 2019 
Cajon Valley School District: Emerald STEAM Middle School  
El Cajon, CA 
 
Supervisor: Luma Adamo, M.A. Ed. 

• Engaged in data collection for Self & Match (self-awareness program), to improve student 
behaviors within a classroom setting.  

• Developed a data input and coding system that was used district wide. 
• Coordinated with teachers, school psychologists, counselors, and administrative staff to 

implement data collection procedures in classrooms.  
 

Master’s Level Graduate Assistant               Aug 2015 – Dec 2016 
Abilene Christian University – Clinical Psychology Department  
Abilene, TX 
 
Supervisors: Larry Norsworthy, Ph.D. & Charise Flanagan, Ph.D.  

• Reviewed research manuscripts, completed literature reviews, assisted in data analysis, and 
edited manuscripts to submit for publication. 

• Entered, cleaned, and organized data in Excel, transferred data in SPSS, and presented 
finalized data to supervisors.  

• Collaborated with supervisors and colleagues to organize research groups, produce 
manuscripts, and present research at regional psychological conferences.   

 
Master’s Level Research Assistant     Jan 2015 – Dec 2016 
Abilene Christian University – Clinical Psychology Department  
Abilene, TX 
 
Supervisor: Cherise Flanagan, Ph.D. 

• Development of two research studies; designed research questions, chose assessment 
measures, and created inclusion and exclusion criteria.  

• Led a team of graduate student peers through the research and manuscript writing process 
and assisted with the completion of IRB documentation. 

• Manuscript writing, including submitting abstracts for publication, editing peers’ writing, and 
presenting data at regional conferences.  

 

 
Witherspoon, N. L., Yargeau, A., Shaw, M. (2024, October 11). Crisis assessment and 
management. Formal staff training for the non-profit organization Girls Rising Above 
Child Exploitation (G.R.A.C.E), San Diego, California. 
 
Shaw, M. & Witherspoon, N. L. (2024, September 10). The neurobiology of trauma. Formal 
staff training for the non-profit organization Girls Rising Above Child Exploitation 
(G.R.A.C.E), San Diego, California. 
 

Presentations 



Witherspoon, N. L., Thorp, S. R., Shuman, T., & Stolberg, R. (2023, August 4). Predictors 
of trauma-related self-blame in male survivors of sexual violence. Poster presentation given 
at American Psychological Association (APA) National Conference for Trauma Psychology 
Division 56, Washington, District of Columbia. 
 
Witherspoon, N. L. (2023, March 24). Predictors of trauma-related self-blame in male 
survivors of nonconsensual sexual events(s): Tangible steps for clinicians. Didactic 
presentation given at Alvarado Parkway Institute Behavioral Health System (APIBHS) 
for the Psychology and Addictive Disorders Didactic Training Series, San Diego, 
California. 
 
Witherspoon, N. L. (2022, November 3). Multiple regressions: A brief explanation using 
dissertation data. Presentation given in Psychometrics and Advanced Statistics doctorate-
level class at California School of Professional Psychology at Alliant International University, 
San Diego, California. 
 
Witherspoon, N. L., Kop, M., Turner, H., & Green, J. (2021, November 5). The lived 
experience of an African American male who survived intrafamilial childhood sexual abuse 
(IFCSA): A case study. Poster presented at San Diego Psychological Association 
Conference: On Conflict, Resolution, Reconciliation, and Civility, San Diego, California. (First 
Place Student Poster Presentation Award). 
 
Witherspoon, N. L., Kop, M., Turner, H., & Green, J. (2021, August 30). The lived 
experience of an African American male who survived intrafamilial childhood sexual abuse 
(IFCSA): A case study. Poster presented at 26th San Diego International Summit: On 
Empowering Individuals, Families, and Communities to Overcome Collective Trauma, San 
Diego, California. 
 
Kop, M., Witherspoon, N. L., Stillwater, S., & Geffner, R. (2021, August 30). Young adult 
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