
Licensed Psychologist – California No. PSY27818 
Licensed Psychologist – Illinois No. 071.010054 

Licensed Out-of-State Telehealth Provider- Florida #2943 
Licensed Psychologist – Colorado No. PSY 0006791 

Vorwerk Forensic Psychology, Inc. 
Forensic Psychologist, January 2025 - Present 

• Conduct forensic psychological evaluations and prepare a report of findings for
various types of evaluations including:

o Independent Medical Evaluation (IME)/Personal Injury/Emotional
Distress/Damages

• Assessment of Psychological Impact
• Establishing Causation
• Documenting Pre-existing Conditions
• Functional Impairments
• Developing a Treatment Plan
• Quantifying Damages

o Testamentary Capacity & Undue Influence
o Mental Health Diversion
o Franklin Evaluations – Youthful Offender Psychological Mitigation
o Competency to Stand Trial
o Mitigation Reports
o Psychosexual Assessments
o Violence Risk Assessments

• Conduct record reviews of medical and legal records, summarize, and integrate

VORWERK 
FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY, INC. 

Melissa Jajko, Psy.D. 
Forensic Psychologist 

27525 Puerta Real, Ste 300-223 Mission Viejo, CA 92691 

312-447-9371 MJ@vorwerkforensic.com www.vorwerkforensic.com 

Licensure 

Professional Experience 

Unretained Expert



research and literature review into report findings 
• Psychological evaluation with clients remote or in-person 
• Administer and score psychological assessment instruments when needed 
• Assess cognitive, behavioral, emotional, and personality functioning in 

conjunction with other factors related to each specific type of 
evaluation. Administer validity testing to assess the validity of 
psychological symptoms 

• Adhere to county jail, Department of State Hospitals, and California Department 
of Corrections and Rehabilitation policies as well as APA ethical standards 

• Research and complete continuing education in specific areas of forensic 
practice 
 

California Department of State Hospitals 
Consulting Psychologist- Forensic Evaluator 

Forensic Services Division 
August 2025- Present  

 
• Conducts forensic evaluations for defendants found Incompetent to Stand Trial and 

committed to Department of State Hospitals pursuant to PC 1370, PC 1370.1 and PC 
1372 

• Provide forensic consultation services in support of the IST re-evaluation program and 
other DSH-contracted IST programs 

• Provide expert testimony when needed 
 

California Department of State Hospitals 
Assistant Chief Psychologist 

Felony Incompetent to Stand Trial Diversion and Community Restoration Unit 
March 2022 – July 2025 

 
• Responsible for the clinical development and oversight of The California Department 

of State Hospital’s Felony Incompetent to Stand Trial (IST) Diversion and Community 
Based Restoration programs. 

• Led the clinical team that developed the first DSH statewide felony IST diversion 
treatment manual, which outlined best practices for mental health diversion and 
community-based treatment practices. 

• Member of the Community Forensic Partnership senior leadership team  
• Supervises a team of six psychologists that serve as clinical liaisons to each 

statewide program. 
• Participates in leadership discussions about statewide initiatives to address the 

competency crisis and provide input in operational decisions and expansion efforts on 
felony IST mental health diversion in California.  

• Conducts formal program reviews to ensure forensic and clinical best practices and 
ongoing compliance.  

• Provides clinical support and assistance to county justice partners and other forensic 
stakeholders. 

 
 
 
 
 

Unretained Expert



Private Practice in Forensic Psychological Evaluations and 
Expert Witness Testimony 

May 2022 - present 
 

• Conducts psycho-legal evaluations for the following referrals for both juveniles and 
adults: Criminal Competency, Criminal Responsibility, Sentence Mitigation, Violence 
Risk Assessment, Parental Capacity, Conservatorship 

• Provides attorney consultations and expert witness testimony on the above cases. 
 
 

 
Adjunct Professor       May 2022 - present  
Pepperdine University  
 

• Adjunct faculty in the M.A. Graduate Program of Education and Psychology  
• Courses include Mental Health Advocacy; Diagnostic Interviewing; Psychopathology; 

Psychological Assessment; Preparation for Practicum 
 
Adjunct/Affiliate Professor     January 2020 - present 
Chicago School of Professional Psychology  
 

• Adjunct faculty in the M.A. Forensic Psychology Program 
• Developed an independent study abroad course to Brazil through the International 

Program- “The Psychological Impact of Community Violence, Incarceration, and 
Poverty.” 

• Courses include Violence and Risk Assessment; Introduction to Forensic Psychology; 
Forensic Documentation, Report Writing & Testifying; Correctional Counseling & 
Rehabilitation; Assessment and Treatment of Substance-Related and Addictive 
Disorders; Group Processes of Therapy; Social & Cultural Foundations in Counseling 
 

Clinical Director, Chicago, IL     April 2020 - March 2022 
Chicago School Forensic Center  

 
• Conducted court-ordered outpatient, forensic evaluations for clients who have been 

adjudicated Unfit to Stand Trial 
• Conducted psychological evaluations under the Illinois Supreme Court Rule 215 for 

court-ordered clients referred from the Cook County Domestic Relations Division   
• Provided clinical supervision of doctoral level trainees, as well as staff psychologists. 
• Provided therapeutic services such as individual therapy and court-ordered 

therapeutic supervised visitation sessions for court-ordered clients and families.  
• Determined appropriateness of client referrals and level of treatment  
• Communicated with attorneys and court officials to provide case status 
• Provided expert testimony on court-ordered evaluations  
• Facilitated weekly group supervision and seminar meetings 

 
Staff Clinical Psychologist, Norwalk, CA   April 2018 - May 2019 
Metropolitan State Hospital 
 

Additional Experience 
Unretained Expert



• Provided clinical services to female forensic patients who were criminally committed 
under Penal Code 1370, Incompetent to Stand Trial, as well as PC 1026 Not Guilty by 
Reason of Insanity 

• Administered the Fitness Interview Test- Revised (FIT-R) on all patients and write 
subsequent Trial Competency Evaluations for the courts  

• Conducted forensic evaluations for trial competency, malingering, and violence risk  
• Administered Violence Risk Screening-10 on all patients found Incompetent to Stand 

Trial and HCR-20, V3 on NGRI patients 
• Conducted admission assessments, which includes the administration of cognitive 

and reading measures, as well as the Fitness Interview Test-Revised 
• Provided expert witness testimony on an Incompetent to Stand Trial case   
• Served as Primary Assessment Supervisor for APA Pre-Doctoral Psychology Interns 
• Facilitated a range of psychotherapy groups, including Competency Tutoring & 

Rational Ability for Incompetent Stand Trial patients and Dialectical Behavior Therapy 
for NGRI patients 

 
 
Staff Clinical Psychologist, Highland, CA   October 2013 - March 2018 
Patton State Hospital   
 

• Provided direct clinical services to both male and female patients criminally committed 
under the following Penal Codes: Incompetent to Stand Trial, Not Guilty by Reason of 
Insanity, Mentally Disordered Offender, Mentally Disordered Sex Offender 

• Conducted forensic evaluations specifically for trial competence, malingering, and 
violence risk assessment in conjunction with psychological assessments for 
diagnostic clarification, cognitive functioning, and treatment planning. 

• Completed comprehensive, written reports to the court to provide update on patient’s 
legal status (determining progress towards trial competency, readiness for 
release/community outpatient treatment) 

• Provided expert witness testimony at Board of Parole Hearings for Mentally 
Disordered Offenders (total of ten testimonies), and served as an expert witness in 
two trial competency cases 

• Served as a Primary Assessment Supervisor for a APA Pre-Doctoral Psychology 
Intern for two years as part of Patton State Hospital’s APA-Accredited Internship 

• Served as a Primary Supervisor for a Practicum student in Advanced Practicum  
• Facilitated the Psychotherapy Seminar for Pre-Doctoral Psychology Interns 
• Maintained an individual psychotherapy caseload and facilitated court-competency 

treatment groups 
 
APA-Accredited Pre-Doctoral Intern, Vacaville, CA  August 2012 - August 2013 
California Department of State Hospitals  
    

• Conducted comprehensive psychological and neuropsychological assessments on 
inmate/patients who were referred from California state prisons to address their 
significant mental health problems that prevents them from functioning adequately 
and safely within the larger prison environment 

• Participated and write research assessments for the ongoing research project 
entitled, “Predictors of Violence and Suicide Risk in Psychiatrically Hospitalized 
Inmate/Patients” 

Unretained Expert



• Worked within an interdisciplinary treatment team on two different clinical rotations, 
Acute Psychiatric Program and Intermediate Care Facility Program 

• Engaged in case conferences and weekly didactic seminars trainings in 
neuropsychology, personality assessment, and clinical issues 

• Proctored and mentored practicum students in the administration, scoring, and 
interpreting of violence risk assessments  

 
Forensic Therapist, Denver, CO     July 2011 - August 2012 
Correctional Psychology Associates  
 

• Provided individual and group psychotherapy for offenders on parole involved in the 
Intensive Residential Treatment program, an approved treatment provider for the 
Colorado Department of Corrections 

• Conducted initial intake interviews to assess criminogenic factors in order to provide 
offenders with a treatment regimen appropriate to their current violence risk level 

• Facilitated and led mental health and substance abuse groups, including Criminal 
Culture, Strategies for Self-Improvement and Change, Relapse Prevention, 
Acceptance and Commitment Experiential Group, and Anger and Addictions 

• Collaborated with treatment providers and supervising agents to establish appropriate 
treatment plans addressing short-term risk/security issues and long-term 
risk/rehabilitation 

 
Forensic Evaluation Assistant, Chicago, IL   December 2010 - January 2012  
New Mexico Center for Forensic Psychology    
 

• Completed written court-mandated forensic and neuropsychological evaluations for 
juvenile and adult offenders to determine competency to stand trial, ability to form 
specific intent, and diminished capacity  

• Provided a comprehensive profile of the individual, a battery of psychological, 
neuropsychological, and malingering tests indicating strengths and weaknesses in 
functioning, diagnostic clarification, treatment recommendations and clinical opinion 
with regard to the legal question 

• Reviewed records for each individual, including legal documents and background 
information on psychiatric, medical, educational, and criminal history 

 

 
 
Professional Psychological Counseling Center 
Batticaloa, Sri Lanka  
International Relief Counselor    December 2008 - January 2009 
 

• Provided counseling services to trauma survivors, ex-child soldiers, and displaced 
children who have been exposed to war-related violence and natural disaster 

• Developed therapeutic relationships with individuals living in a severely affected area 
of Sri Lanka who have experienced acute psychological trauma  

• Utilized an integration of counseling and trauma healing techniques, including play 
therapy, energy therapy, meditation and movement practices, nonverbal 
communication, and participant observation 

International Clinical Experience 

Unretained Expert



• Assisted, participated, and presented at the Portable Accessible Counselor Training 
(PACT) workshop that aimed to give formal training to the first generation of 
counselors in Batticaloa 

• Immersed within the Sri Lankan culture and participated in traditions that provided 
education about Tamil and Sinhalese ethnicities and an understanding of an area 
affected by natural disaster and civil conflict 

• Presented about the experience to faculty and colleagues at The Chicago School and 
contributed to a website that can be used as a resource for future aid in Sri Lanka 

 

 
Doctorate in Clinical Psychology, PsyD      August 2007 - July 2013 
The Chicago School of Professional Psychology   
Chicago, IL    
Clinical Forensic Psychology  
APA-Accredited Program, Forensic Concentration 
 
 
Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology                                       August 2007 - July 2009 
The Chicago School of Professional Psychology 
Chicago, IL   

 
Bachelor of Science in Human Development & Family Studies                  2003 - 2007 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  
Champaign, IL 
 

 
 

• Graduate Honors, The Chicago School of Professional Psychology 
• Dean’s List, The University of Illinois at Urbana- Champaign 

 
 

 
The Chicago School of Professional Psychology  September 2009 - August 2012 
Doctoral Dissertation 
 

• Passed with Distinction in June 2012 
• Conducted a quantitative, retrospective study to examine the prediction of risk and 

recidivism amongst a sample of sixty-three juvenile male sex offenders  
• Collected archival data from a five-year period (2005-2010) in a metropolitan county 

of Illinois, including initial psychological risk evaluations as well as probation/criminal 
history records 

• Ran linear regression analyses to examine the correlation between the presence of 
static and dynamic risk factors and the rates of recidivism 

• Evaluated the relationship between the type of sexual offense (Hands-off, Penetrative 
vs. Non-Penetrative) and recidivism levels 

Education 

Research Experience 

Honors and Awards 

Unretained Expert



• Studied the relationship between level of risk at initial evaluation with current 
recidivism data 

 
Illinois Department of Corrections    September 2010 - July 2011 
Juvenile Division 
Assistant Mental Health Program Developer 

 
• Assisted in developing a behavior modification program for the mental health cottages 

at the state juvenile, medium-security prison 
• Conducted individual and group interviews from outside agencies to establish best 

treatment methods 
• Consulted with professionals from the Crisis Intervention Team from the Chicago 

Police Department to determine effectiveness of their model and how to implement 
techniques that can be useful to the incarcerated youth population 

• Contributed in creating a manual that outlines the specialized program that includes 
correctional officer training, program regulations, and group therapy for juveniles 
Presented the completed manual to the correctional staff 

 
 

 
• American Psychological Association 
• American Psychology- Law Society 
• Forensic Mental Health Association of California  

 

Professional Memberships 

Unretained Expert




